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The Vegetable Production Systems Laboratory (VPSL) at The 
OSU-OARDC in Wooster, OH partners with companies, 
organizations, agencies, and others to develop and test products, 
tools, and processes that help vegetable growers. Our most 
recent collaborations include providing input on and a site for 
testing of a type of high tunnel designed to be moved and secured 
in place easily and reliably. We discussed this type of tunnel with 
Rimol Greenhouse Systems, Inc of Hooksett, NH beginning in 2011 and one was installed at 
OARDC in August 2014. The 30 ft x 48 ft, double-layer, and semi-automated “Moveable Feast” 
tunnel at OARDC is one of several being tested in the U.S. and the only one currently in Ohio. In 
our experience, the tunnel can be secured in place very reliably but also moved very easily, an 
important combination in moveable tunnels. Using only a few hours, people, and hand tools, we 
moved the tunnel to other nearby sites in August of 2015 and 2016. (Continued on next page) 
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Between moves, however, the moveable tunnel was as secure as nine stationary tunnels at the 
same location. The picture of the tunnel included here was taken shortly before it was moved on 
August 24, 2016. Note that the removable panels and doors in the endwalls allow the tunnel to 
clear raised beds. Also, the solar panel charges a battery that powers a control board and 
inflation fan; internal sensors monitor temperatures and the control board regulates the endwall 
vents and sidewall curtains, automating much of the high tunnel’s ventilation. The tunnel is 
moved with wheels and hand tools, requiring little strength or time. Also, the tunnel cane be used 
on sloped terrain. Four ground anchors and four posts keep it in place when needed.  
 
Pictures of each step in the move are available at our Facebook (https://
www.facebook.com/155936034478066/photos/?tab=album&album_id=294878683917133) and 
website (http://u.osu.edu/vegprolab/photo-gallery/moveable-feast-high-tunnel/).  
 
Overall, how can a moveable tunnel help? Covering and exposing specific soils, crops, and 
spaces for specific periods gives growers options mostly unavailable with stationary tunnels. 
These options increase rotation, soil management, and space utilization opportunities, all of 
which can enhance disease, pest, and fertility management, and profit potential, perhaps 
especially in small to midscale operations.  
 
Please contact me (ph. 330.263.3810; kleinhenz.1@osu.edu) for more information. 
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