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Hop harvest continues at the OSU South Centers.  Many 

varieties have been harvested and dried at this time.  There 

are still a few varieties remaining to be harvested.  Strawberry 

plug plant production is underway as well.  Tips have been 

stuck and placed under the mist system for rooting.  The plug 

plants will be grown out 4-5 weeks, then transplanted to the 

field in early September.  The raised beds have been formed 

and covered with plastic.    
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!Φ One week old strawberry plug plant  
.Φ  Oast Hop cones drying in oast. 

C.  Strawberry tip propagation  
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South Centers Update 

from Thom Harker, Research Assistant, Horticulture, 
The Ohio State University  
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September 4   First Friday Hops Tours, Piketon and Wooster   See page 12 for details 

September 22-24  Farm Science Review, London Ohio  For full details go to fsr.osu.edu 

January 18-20   OPGMA Congress, Sandusky, Ohio  For full details go to www.opgma.org 

 

 To list your upcoming events in future additions of the VegNet newsletter, please send details to 
bergefurd.1@osu.edu 
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Downy mildew was found on pumpkins last week in Scioto County, OH.  There have also 
been reports of pumpkin downy mildew in Kentucky and Illinois.  Downy mildew can be quite 
severe on pumpkin leaves, as shown.  Look for the angular brown lesions on the leaves.  We 
found a great deal of the fuzzy look (sporulation) of the pathogen on the underside of these 
leaves.  Downy mildew is managed using fungicides such as Ranman plus Bravo, alternated 
with Zing or another downy mildew product; products should be applied weekly. 

As the summer winds down and cooler weather, with heavy morning dews, becomes 
common, we can expect downy mildew to ramp up.  Sporangia of the downy mildew pathogen 
move from plant to plant through the air.  They do not survive well on sunny days, but can 
move for long distances under overcast skies.  It is important to keep downy mildew to a 
minimum on all types of cucurbits ï not only to protect yield, but to prevent spread of the 
disease to other fields ï near and far. 

 

Downy Mildew on Pumpkins in Southern Ohio, KY 
and IL 

from Sally Miller, Professor-Agriculture and Natural Resources, The Ohio State 
University, Department of Plant Pathology  

Small angular lesions of downy mildew on a pumpkin leaf 

Photo by Sally Miller 
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Wayne County IPM Program: Scouting Summary 
From Rory Lewandowski, Extension Educator, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
The Ohio State University, Wayne County  

 

Fruit: 

Apples are maturing.  Codling moth trap numbers have remained high in some 
orchards and other insect pests noted on scouting reports include green apple aphids, 
European red mites, 2-spotted spider mites, and Japanese beetles.  As some apple varieties 
near harvest, growers need to be vigilant about reading labels and watching pre-harvest 
intervals if they need to treat for codling moths or any other insect pest.  Disease-wise, most 
growers have done an excellent job of keeping up and maintaining fungicide spray programs 
and scouts are noting very little disease.  There have been a few apples with some fly speck 
and some apples with white rot symptoms. 

 Really the only issue with peaches is that oriental fruit moth trap captures have 
remained high for the past 2 months so growers have been on a regular spray advisory to 
prevent damage from OFM larvae. 

 In small fruit, spotted wing drosophila (SWD) trap capture numbers have been 
increasing in control traps placed near wild fruit that is not being treated with insecticides.   
These traps have captured between 20 to 90 + in the past couple of weeks.   Where growers 
are spraying on a consistent basis, fruit is protected and generally trap numbers are 0 or 
possibly with 1 or 2 SWD captured. 

Vegetables: 

 It is dry in Wayne County.  Lack of rainfall is becoming an issue, especially in larger 
fields without irrigation or in any smaller plantings without irrigation.  

 Tomatoes are being harvested and given the disease pressure that many plantings had 
to contend with quality is good.  Scouts continue to see septoria leaf spot, and early blight in 
both field and high tunnel production.  The recent dry weather spell is slowing the spread of 
these diseases and later plantings look much better than early plantings.  Many field grown 
tomatoes also have bacterial diseases and scouts continue to note conditions due to 
environmental factors such as blossom end rot and yellow shoulder.  In high tunnel production 
leaf mold continues on some farms and late blight is showing up in a few high tunnels as well 
along with powdery mildew.  Tomato hornworms appear to have run their course but scouts 
are finding tomatoes with stink bug stings in both 
field and high tunnel production tomatoes.  Aphids 
are being seen in some high tunnels as well. 

 Cole crops planted for fall harvest continue to 
have pressure from imported cabbage worm, with 
some fields at or above treatment threshold levels.  
Japanese beetles and grasshoppers were also 
noted on some scouting reports as causing some 
light damage to cole crop plants 

Depending upon the planting date, vine crops range 
from bloom to harvest.  There is a lot of cucumbers, 
summer squash, zucchini, and melons (cantaloupe 
and watermelon) currently being harvested.   
(article continued on the next page) 
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!Φ Imported cabbage worm larvae feeding on cole crop  

.Φ  Squash bugs  

/Φ Anthracnose on pepper fruit  

5Φ Pumpkins maturing in the field  
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Wayne County IPM Program: Scouting Summary 
Continued... 

Powdery mildew is being found by scouts in virtually every 
planting and growers are being advised to maintain a 
fungicide spray program to minimize damage from this 
disease.  Downy mildew has been found in a number of 
cucumber plantings and some growers have been able to 
greatly slow or even arrest the development of the disease 
with a good fungicide spray program and some help from 
recent dry and hot weather conditions.  Downy mildew has 
also been found in some plantings of cantaloupe.  
Anthracnose and angular leaf spot are also commonly noted 
by scouts in many melon and fall squash and pumpkin 
plantings.  Plectosporium blight has been found in several 
pumpkin plantings as well.  Other diseases that have been 
noted, but that are not widespread, include phytophthora fruit 
rot, fusarium fruit rot and septoria leaf and fruit spot.  Insect-
wise, cucumber beetles continue to be present at anywhere 
from light to threshold or above numbers, and squash bugs 
and grasshoppers have also been noted in scout reports. 

Eggplant and pepper fruit are being harvested.  Sunscald is 
being noted on both crops by scouts on a frequent basis.  
Anthracnose has been found on both leaves and fruit.  Some 
fusarium wilt on eggplant was noted this week along with 
some bacterial soft rot in peppers.  In some eggplant 
plantings Colorado potato beetle numbers were very 
heavy, triggering a recommendation to treat.  Scouts 
also noted some flea beetles on eggplants.  In peppers, 
some growers are treating for European corn borer 
larvae to prevent damage.  Stink bug stings have been 
noted on fruit by scouts along with the presence of 
aphids and grasshoppers. 

Green snap beans range from in bloom to harvest.  
Scouts have not noted any disease problems in green 
beans, but a number of insect pests are present 
including bean leaf beetles, potato leaf hoppers, 
grasshoppers and Japanese beetles, although nothing at an economic treatment level. 

Sweet corn ranges from plants at V-6 to harvest.  Corn earworm trap numbers remain very 
low, 0 in traps at 4 locations this past week.  European corn borer moth captures ranged from 
0 to 8 at 4 locations.  Currently there is low disease and insect pressure in sweet corn. 

Potato harvest is underway in many plantings or plants are drying down so insect and disease 
monitoring has ended on this crop. 
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North Central Update 
from Timothy Malinich, Extension Educator, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
Erie County  

Crop Report 

Apple harvest is getting underway in the region.  Growers are 
reporting a large harvest this year.  Plums are ripe and picking is 
just getting underway this week.  Peach varieties that survived 
the winter are also being picked now.  In particular, Contender 
was being harvested at two orchards and it seems to have a full 
crop.  Galena and Cascade hops are past their prime for harvest 
but Crystal seems to be perfect at this point.  Blackberries were 
frozen to the snow line this year, but those branches that 
survived are producing right now.  Additionally, Illini Hardy 
blackberries, along with the primocane-bearing varieties Prime 
Jim, Prime Jan, and Prime Ark, are producing a normal crop this 
year. 

Mite numbers are up in apples; numbers have dropped in treated 
blocks but are up in untreated blocks.  Apple maggots (AM) are 
still trapped on a regular basis throughout the region.  Coddling 
moth (CM) trap numbers continue to be low or zero in blocks with 
pheromone disruption.  Two blocks in the region, however, have 
had sustained high numbers for the past two weeks; a pear block 
(no pheromone disruption) with about 3 moths per trap and an 
apple block (with pheromone disruption) with 13 and 9 CM in two 
traps last week (lower numbers this week).  Dogwood borer 
(DWB) numbers are in decline. 

 

Irrigation 

The spotty showers make it impossible to give a good irrigation 
recommendation.  Some growers report a one-inch rain at one 
location and nothing in the next township.  Do not rely on the 
forecast for irrigation.  Monitor soil moisture by checking several 
locations in the field.  Dig down to assess soil moisture at root-
level. 

Moisture meters are a great tool for tracking soil moisture.  
Sensors at different depths and locations are a good means for 
making irrigation decisions.  However, two or three data points do 
not always accurately reflect a much larger field.  In one case for 
example, small areas of heavier soil within a larger field were 
being overly saturated because the sensors were placed in the 
more representative sandy soil of the field.  The berry bushes in 
the heavier soil were constantly flooded and developing root 
problems from over irrigation.  Moisture meters are not an excuse 
to not look at the entire field. 

A.  Plums are looking good and hitting the market shelves  
B.  A weed to producers, this milkweed is still fulfilling its niche as a habitat for the Monarch butterfly caterpillar 
C.  Hop Cascades 
Photos by Jennifer Moyseenko  
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