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In sweet corn, we are still seeing low pest pressure at most farms, with negligible detection of 
corn earworm, European corn borer, and fall armyworm. The pest of greatest concern currently on 
sweet corn should be western bean cutworm, which is a relatively new pest that is found mostly in 
northwestern Ohio. As soon as the new generation of European corn borer begins emerging, 
peppers will need protection from infestation. Most of the common vegetable pests are currently 
active. Bean leaf beetle is abundant and damaging snap bean foliage and pods. Cucumber 
beetles, squash bug, and squash vine borer continue to be found on vine crops. Flea beetles are 
abundant on cole crops and eggplant. (Continued on next page) 
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In fruit crops, the Japanese beetle continues to be noticeable and abundant this year, particularly 
on ripening peach fruit and on apples and brambles as well as on hops. The green June beetle, 
which looks similar to Japanese beetle but much larger, is also present in some orchards. 
Insecticides that are effective for control of Japanese beetle are carbaryl (Sevin) and pyrethrins + 
PBO (Evergreen). Stink bugs are also being seen on ripening peach fruit but are unlikely to be 
killed by carbaryl; harsher insecticides such as methomyl (Lannate) or pyrethroids such as 
Mustang Maxx, Baythroid, or Warrior can be used if stink bugs are causing damage. 
 
In apples, the new generation of codling moth began emerging July 11-12 both in central Ohio 
(Franklin County) and in northern Ohio (Erie/Lorain County). With the current hot temperatures, 
orchards reached the target spray date for insecticide to control codling moth by July 20-22 when 
250 degree-days had accumulated after initial detection of moth emergence. 

Insect Observations 
From Celeste Welty, Extension Entomologist 

Due to the extreme heat and rapidly maturing sweet corn, the North Central Agricultural Research 
Station vegetable workshop series originally scheduled for August 11 will be moved up a week to 
August 4th. It will be the same agenda with breakfast at 7 a.m., followed by industry updates, 
sweet corn insect strategies with Celeste Welty, and then a field walk and evaluation with Mike 
Gastier. This should allow growers to see the trial at peak harvest and give opportunity for them to 
observe and sample varieties for themselves. No RSVP needed. 
 
Vegetable crops continue to look excellent despite the heat and lack of rain. Most of the area has 
received around an inch in the last week, but remains well below normal. Sweet corn and machine 
pickle harvest is in full swing. There was some minor wind damage on July 17 in sweetcorn and 
pepper trials on a few varieties as seen in the photos. 

North Central Update 
From Allen Gahler, Extension Educator, Agriculture and Natural Resources, OSU 
Extension Sandusky County 
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Lots of vegetables are being harvested and just in time for the forecasted heat wave, 
watermelons are ready for harvest. This week scouts also noted that onions were being 
harvested from fields. Diseases continued to progress in some crops. Powdery mildew is heavy 
in some fall squash, pumpkins, zucchini and summer squash plantings. Downy mildew continues 
to be found in some cucumber plantings. This week, scouts found downy mildew in some 
watermelons, a diagnosis confirmed by Sally Miller’s lab. While some watermelon was ready for 
harvest, on the down side, scouts found watermelon fruit with phytophthora blight this week. 
Early blight continues to develop in both field and high-tunnel tomato crops and scouts are 
working with a grower who has increasing levels of leaf mold in high tunnel tomatoes. 
 
Moving on to insect pests, scouts were noting moths of the imported cabbage worm in some fall 
cabbage plantings along with some light flea beetle pressure. In cucurbit crops, cucumber beetle 
numbers were low this week and Japanese beetle leaf feeding was light. Squash bug eggs and 
recently hatched squash bug nymphs were found in some plantings. Tarnished plant bugs have 
been found in some pepper plantings and of course Colorado potato beetles are still doing well in 
some potato and eggplant fields. In sweet corn, pheromone trap counts for the corn earworm 
have remained at 0, while a few European corn borer (ECB) moths have been caught in traps. 
For some reason, over the past week, ECB traps baited with the New York lure were catching 
dozens (range of 20-98) of small white moths of the general size and shape of ECB moths but 
white instead of tan. Photos sent to Celeste Welty were identified as the carrot seed moth. In one 
planting of sweet corn, scouts found about 15% of the plants being attacked by armyworms with 
the characteristic ragged leaf feeding pattern and large amounts of frass. 
 
Despite the hot weather and the lack of rainfall in the Wayne County area, most vegetable crops 
still look pretty good and growers are doing a good job of keeping up with irrigation. Still, a nice 
soaking rain would be much appreciated. (Continued on next page) 

 
 
 
 
 

Wayne County IPM Report: July 21st 
From Rory Lewandowski, Extension Educator, Wayne County 

Photos:  

A. Watermelon ready for harvest. Photo by Chris Smedley, 
IPM program scout 

B. Phytophthora on watermelon. Photo by Chris Smedley, IPM 
program scout 

C. Leaf mold on HT grown tomatoes. Photo by Chris Smedley, 
IPM program scout 
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Photos: 

A. Field of fall cabbage. Photo by Chris Smedley, IPM program scout 

B. Recently hatched squash bug nymphs. Photo by Chris Smedley, IPM program scout 

C. Armyworm feeding damage to sweet corn. Photo by Chris Smedley, IPM program scout 

D. Japanese beetles feeding on sweet corn silks. Photo by Chris Smedley, IPM program scout 

Wayne County IPM Report: July 21st 
From Rory Lewandowski, Extension Educator, Wayne County 
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