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Downy mildew on basil 

Downy mildew is spreading quickly on field grown basil 
plants at the OSU Student Farm in Columbus Ohio. 
Varieties affected are Sweet Basil, Genovese and Lettuce 
Leaf basil. 

Late blight on Potatoes 

Late blight has been found on 'Yukon Gold' potato foliage 
and tubers in Columbus Ohio at the OSU Student Farm. 

Late blight on potato  has been 
reported at the OSU student farm 
Photo by Elaine Grassbaugh 

Downy Mildew & Late Blight 
From Elaine Grassbaugh, Research Assistant, 
Horticulture and Crop Sciences 
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July 31 Muck Crops Field Night. Contact Robert Filbrun at filbrun.12@osu.edu 

Aug. 4 Crop Walk in Hardin County.  See page 14 for details.  

Aug. 5 Organic Vegetable Tour at EcOhio Farm.  See page 13 for details 

Aug. 12 Hops Workshop in Cleveland, Ohio.  See page 12 for details.  

Aug. 14 Hops Production Twilight Tour (field night) at OSU South Centers in  

           Piketon, Ohio. See page 11 for details. 

 

European corn borer: Moth traps at various Ohio 
locations are showing the early start of emergence 
of a new generation of adults of the European corn 
borer, but emergence of large numbers of moths is 
probably at least one week away. The blacklight 
trap at Columbus showed a slight increase in the 
past week, after 3 weeks of no catch. Pheromone 
traps in Monroe, Clark, Franklin, Wayne, Summit, 
and Sandusky Counties all caught corn borer 
moths although only 1 to 4 moths per trap per 
week. As more moths emerge, pepper and sweet 
corn crops will be at risk of infestation if preventive 
measures are not taken to control young larvae as 
they emerge from eggs. 

Corn earworm: Activity of corn earworm remains 
at low levels at Ohio sites that are part of our pest 
monitoring network. In the past week, a few corn 
earworm moths were caught in pheromone traps 
at Columbus and Fremont, but no moths were 
caught in traps in Monroe, Clark, Wayne, Medina, 
Summit, or Huron Counties. In most years, there 
is an increase in the number of these moths in 
about mid-August, at which time they are a major 
threat to sweet corn in the silking stage. 

Western bean cutworm: This pest is continuing its 
eastward spread into Ohio. It is more abundant in 
northwest Ohio but is now being found at other 
locations. At sites where the moth is detected, corn 
plantings should be scouted for presence of eggs 
or larvae of this pest. Details are found in a fact 
sheet: http://ohioline.osu.edu/ent-fact/pdf/0040.pdf 

Trap reports for European corn borer and corn 
earworm, as well as fall armyworm, western bean 
cutworm, black cutworm, true armyworm, and 
squash vine borer can be found online using this 
link: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1wnApiNAmOEaHk-
f9Xwh6UmCGjmfARhqsUp7kAH2JC1U/edit?
usp=sharing 

Brown marmorated stink bug: This new invasive 
pest is continuing its westward spread into Ohio, 
and spreading outward from established hot spots 
in Columbus, Youngstown, and Cincinnati. In 
Columbus, we are seeing it mostly on sweet corn 
and field corn, where it feeds through the husks on 
developing kernels. It is also being found in catalpa 
trees. This week most of the population is large 
nymphs, and we are starting to see more new 
adults. As the new adults continue to emerge over 
the next week or two, we expect to see the stink 
bugs moving into apples, berries, peppers, 
eggplant, beans, swiss chard, tomatoes, and other 
susceptible crops. 

Spotted wing drosophila: Our first detection of the 
year in Ohio was on 4 July, in Franklin County 
(Columbus), followed by detection on 9 July in 
Greene and Warren Counties, on 11 July in 
Sandusky County, and 16 and 17 July in Wayne 
County. Growers who are treating ripening fruit 
with insecticide are reporting no sign of infestation 
of harvested by larvae of the spotted wing 
drosophila. 

Insect Update 
from Celeste Welty, Ph.D., Extension Entomologist & Associate Professor of 
Entomology, Ohio State University 
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OSU South Centers Hops Update at Piketon 
from Thom Harker, Research Assistant OSU South Centers 

Springtime Rainfall ï too little may be ok but 

too much usually is not. What to watch for in a 

wet spring 
 

from Matt Kleinhenz, tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊΣ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ CƻƻŘΣ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ 
IƻǊǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ϧ /ǊƻǇ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 
 

North Central Research Station and 
Northwest Ohio Update 
from Allen Gahler, Extension Educator, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
Sandusky County 

With August just around the corner, means the start of hop harvest is also.  With the harvest  
approaching quickly us, this is the time of year that it is very important to keep a watchful eye 
of PHI (pre harvest interval).  Some of the hops cones are starting to show signs of drying 
down naturally.  Moisture in the cones is not the only important factor to consider when 
harvesting the cones.  We need to keep in mind the aroma of the cones and the lupulin 
development within the cones.  Lupulin is a yellow pollen like substance within the cones, 
which contains resins and essential oils.  These are all important factors to be considered at 
harvest.  Fungicides application continues on hops, pumpkins and tomatoes.  Spot spraying of 
grass herbicide was applied in pumpkins, hops and matted 
row strawberries.  

Hops plants growing on bines 
photo by Ryan Slaughter 

Hops cones  
Photo by Ryan Slaughter 

Hops bines have exceeded 20 
feet tall this season  
Photo by Ryan Slaughter 

Hops are getting close to harvest at Piketon 
Photo by Ryan Slaughter 

Healthy Hop bines at Piketon site   
Photo by Ryan Slaughter 


